TXSWANA Board Meeting

June 8, 2007, College Station, TX

College Station Conference Center

Attending – Mary Nix, Brenda Haney, Michael Rice, Vance Kemler, James Ballowe, Pete Caler, Richard McHale, Bengy Williams, Jeff Kaplan (by phone), Bill Hindman (by phone), David Ivory (by phone), Holly Holder, Ellen Smyth

Absent – Ron Smith, Paul Gosselink, Oscar Medina, Ken Anthony

Guests – Risa Fisher, Mike Carlton

Call to Order:  Mary Nix called the meeting to order at 2:20 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Vance Kemler to approve the minutes with a 2nd by Brenda Haney, motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Brenda reviewed financial reports with the board. Checking account ending balance was $15,768.50 and savings account ending balance was $15,184.14.  Motion by Michael Rice to approve the financial reports as presented, 2nd by Vance Kemler.  Motion passed.  Brenda reviewed the budget report that was sent to the board.

CHAPTER BUSINESS:  Vance discussed the notice of nominations for the board.  This year the open positions are for the public sector.  Next year the open positions will be for the board positions and for the private sector.  Vance reviewed the nominations that were received and his contacts with each.  The only nominee that he could not reach was Dale Sisney.  The nominating committee met and recommends a slate that consists of nine directors: James Ballowe from New Braunfels, Pete Caler from College Station, Harry Hayes from Houston, David Ivory from Brownsville, Jeff Kaplan from Corpus Christi, Richard McHale from Austin, Oscar Medina from Laredo, Ellen Smyth from El Paso, and Bengy Williams from Beaumont.  The nominating committee recommends an additional position to be filled from a list of Lonnie Banks from Garland, Victoria Hodge from Denton, David Dugger from Denton, or Dale Sisney from the Texoma Solid Waste Authority.  The board discussed the proposed nominees received and recommended from the nominating committee.  The final conclusion was to approve the slate as proposed by the nominating committee with the amendment of adding Lonnie Banks for a final slate of ten directors.  Brenda Haney made a motion to approve the slate as amended, with a 2nd from Jeff Kaplan.  Motion passed.  The board then discussed the timing and process of providing the ballots to the membership.  There was a lengthy discussion about the previous notice sent by email to the membership, and the advantages and disadvantages of the email process.  The board agreed to email ballots to members with email addresses, and to mail ballots to the remaining members.  Ballots accepted until August 6th.

SCHOLARSHIPS:  Mary provided one application for a scholarship and forwarded it to Brenda Haney.  Applications will be received until June 15th.

2007 ROAD-E-O UPDATE: Brenda announced that she was very pleased with the staff from College Station and Bryan and Texas A&M, and then Brenda left for the road-e-o registration at the host hotel.  Pete identified that the only cost that was not in the budget was the cost of the trophies.  Pete expects around $6,000 in profit, not including the seed money.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  No report.  Postponed until July.  

NEWSLETTER:  A newsletter should be sent the middle of July and will include info on the road-e-o, a legislative update, and a SMART article.

SMART UPDATE:  Tabled until July.  

LEGISLATIVE and REGULATORY:  Brian plans to be at the meeting in July for a legislative update.  Mary did discuss H.B. 1251 and a letter to the Governor’s office that addresses this bill.  This originally addressed elimination of franchise fee for grease and grit trap waste.  However, at the 11th hour, the bill received addition language that if a hauler was hauling C&D that they were exempt, and the bill passed.  The letter from TxSWANA encouraged the Governor to veto the bill based upon the additional language.  The governor must veto by June 17th or it will automatically become law.  Vance received a call from the president of NSWMA and they encouraged TXSWANA to take the lead on killing this bill because they did not believe that they would be able to take the lead politically.

Mary reported on the MSW training from the TCEQ.  On March 26th the State rescinded the C course.  The new updated C course is now approved, effective June 1, 2007 along with the C course test.

Mary received a renewal notice for her MSW license from the TCEQ.  This appears to be a new thing and it looks like a great idea.

ACTION ITEM UPDATE:  Action items from the previous board meeting were reviewed, discussed and updated.

OTHER BUSINESS:  Mary addressed the packets that she distributed, including the board roster and the calendar for board meetings.  Mary informed the board that she has been contacted by Richard Carmichael about pressures that he has been getting from Robin Schneider to implement term limits.  Richard is looking for comments on how to better report how many years of space is really remaining.  There was board discussion on how to properly report landfill life, and there was a discussion on landfill capacity vs. landfill life.

The WasteCon conference hotel in Reno, NV has 2 of 3 towers already sold out. 

NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting is in Austin on July 19th at 10 am at the offices of Lloyd Gosselink.

The TXSWANA meeting was adjourned at 4:02 pm.

