MEETING MINUTES

TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, January 22, 2010 10:30 am Central Time
City of Garland, Hyatt Place, 5101 N. George Bush Turnpike, Garland, TX
Present:   Ron Smith, Brenda Haney, Michael Rice (phone), Vance Kemler (phone), James Ballowe, Harry Hayes, Pete Caler (phone), Paul Gosselink, Bill Hindman, Holly Holder, David Ivory (phone), David McCary (phone), Richard McHale, Ellen Smyth (phone), Lonnie Banks, Lawrence Mikolajczyk (phone), Hector Chavez (phone), and Bengy Williams
Absent:  Mary Nix 
Guests:  Mike Carlton, Risa Fisher, Jeff Reed, and Lisa Monroe
Call to Order:  President, Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was a review of the minutes for the November 20, 2009, Board meeting.  Motion was made by Brenda Haney to accept the minutes, 2nd by Richard McHale.  Motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Michael Rice presented the current financial reports for the month of November and December 2009.  Motion was made by Bill Hindman to accept the financial report as presented; 2nd by Brenda Haney.   Motion passed.  
Michael also reminded us that he sent a copy of our budget to each of us.  There is one item that needs to be addressed and that is the License issue that Paul’s office is working on.  Thus far we have spent $10,600.  See below under “other business” for action taken.

CHAPTER BUSINESS

2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Lawrence gave a good update on the progress of the conference set for April 25-28, 2010. Included in his summary was:

· All fees will remain the same (registration, booths, sponsors, etc except for food/meal prices—those will be updated.
· Total Booth space is 49 with 16 premium booths and 33 standard booths.  
· Lawrence will investigate how to take credit card payments.
· Luau is the main event.
· Both a golf tournament and a fishing tournament will be offered
· Jimmy Huff awards will be made at the final banquet.
· SMART committee will decide if they want a stand alone class (with funds) or be imbedded as a “track” in the regular conference agenda (no additional funds).
2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Currently this is scheduled for El Paso, but other cities may want to take this year instead.  Specifically Brenda said that Irving would like to host it.  Ron suggested that she bring back a package of information to the next board meeting.
2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Currently this is not scheduled.  Specifically Garland and Irving (if they don’t get 2011) would like to host it. Since the meeting is in Garland today, the board will take a tour of the facilities and then bring back information to the next board meeting.

LEGISLATIVE / REGULATORY:  Paul and Jeff reported on the following:

·   The PUC proposed a “Strawman Rule” in its non-wind renewable energy docket.  TxSWANA had previously commented in this docket in support of landfill gas to energy and waste to energy projects.  Mike Carleton wrote TxSWANA’s comments.,at that time.  The suggestion was made for Ron to contact Mike Carleton to see if he would be willing to write TxSWANA’s comments again.  The Strawman Rule seeks to utilize market/financial mechanisms to incentivize non-wind energy producers in order to increase the amount of non-wind renewable energy.  Title V Air Permit Fees.  The TCEQ has proposed a rule revising the fees for the Title V permit program.  The rule revisions are proposed in order for TCEQ to meet EPA requirements.  EPA requires that the fees for Title V be sufficient to cover the Title V program and be dedicated to the Title V program. The changes will release some entities that do not have a Title V permit but currently pay fees from paying the fee, and will cause those entities that have Title V permits but do not pay a fee to begin paying the fee.  The revisions also change the equation that TCEQ uses to calculate the fee.   However, the changes that EPA is proposing to the GHG rules (discussed later) may bring significantly more entities into the Title V program than contemplated by the proposed rule.  The Board authorized Jeff to draft a comment letter suggesting that TCEQ table the revisions until the scope of the GHG rule is settled.  This would also give landfills some time to determine how the revision affects them.  

· Compost Carbon Credits:  A new protocol document is being created by the Climate Action Reserve (CAR) that will establish what is acceptable to be included as a waste stream to a compost pile.  Currently it is limited to food waste only—no other organics such as fats, oil, grease, grit, sludge, or green waste.  Risa will be attending the US Compost Council meeting in Orlando next week and asked if she could speak on behalf of TXSWANA on this issue.  The board agreed that she could.  Paul will be attending the SWANA National Executive meeting next week and he will find out if they have a position on this issue and whether SWANA will be filing comments.

· Light Duty Vehicle Emissions:  EPA is expected to finalize the light duty vehicle emission rule in March 2010.  While it will explicitely set mileage and emission standards for light duty vehicles, the more important implication for landfills is that the passage of this rule establishes GHGs as “regulated pollutants” and, therefore, subjects GHG emissions from all facilities (including landfills) to the prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) and Title V regulations.

· TCEQ MSW Licensing:  The on-going saga…due to the outcry of the landfill and transfer station operators and the sheer confusion of the new rules, the TCEQ may reinstate provisional licenses.  The TCEQ has stated that they will not enforce against operators holding a Class A license while operating a Type B facility.  They have also stated that they will reopen the 30 TAC Chapter 30. Subchapter F rules.  We expect to comment on the opened rules.  Paul was given the assignment to continue to follow-up with the TCEQ and draft such comments as may be necessary.

REGIONAL MEETINGS:

No regional meetings have been set up.   David Ivory reported that he is still trying to get an active group going in the lower valley area of Harlingen, Laredo, and Brownsville.  Brenda is working on the Dallas regional meetings.  No progress has been made to get 1-hour credits as a standard course from TCEQ on these meetings.
NEWSLETTER / WEBSITE:
Newsletter will be mailed out the end of January so everyone needs to get their information to Michael ASAP. Included articles will be:

· Save the date:  upcoming Road-E-O in San Antonio June 25 and 26, 2010.

· Blast:  Annual Conference in Corpus Christi April 25-28, 2010

· President’s message

· New Board member—Hector Chavez (send e-photo for web page as well)

· Ads include Heil, Toter , and CAT    Please keep soliciting others to place ads

· Safety Article

· Calendar of Events

· Upcoming TCEQ MSW B Class in Amarillo on February 15, 2010.

     2010 Road-E-O:  David McCary asked that we hold the date and that the $150 entry fee this year will include a guest so that no one is left out. It will be held at the Alamo Dome and the Manger Hotel on June 25-26.  He will report more next month.



I.B. REPORT:  None.  Vance is in San Diego today at the IB meeting and will report next month.
TCEQ MSW Advisory Board:  Holly Holder is one of the new representatives on the TCEQ MSW Advisory Board.  He reported that the last meeting included the following topics:
· Rechargeable Battery Recycling Opportunities 

· Occupational Licensing Update

· Pharmaceutical Disposal 

· Groundwater Monitoring: Well Purge Water
· Tire Management Along the TX/Mexico Border

Please contact Holly if you want more information on any of these topics.

OTHER BUSINESS:

· Holly requested that the 2010 Scholarship information be placed on the web as well as in the upcoming newsletter.  Applications will be due June 11, 2010.
· This year’s TXSWANA Board elections will include the executive committee as well as others.  Ellen will research the by-laws and submit a time line that must be followed.

· Ron reported that Earl Lott and nine other TCEQ reps took the McCommas Bluff landfill tour.  He encouraged each of us with landfills to offer a tour to our local TCEQ enforcement folks.

· Kim Mote from Texas Product Stewardship is requesting our support of the organization.  This effort includes taking back items such as tires, electronics, batteries, etc

· A motion was made by Bill Hindman and 2nd by Brenda Haney to approve a budget NOT TO EXCEED $13,000 without further Board approval for Paul’s firm to work on the license issue.  Motion passed.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· James Ballowe reminded us that he is no longer with the City of New Bruanfels and asked that we all change our contact information including email and phone.  Ron will send this out.
· TPWA Technical meeting will be in Tyler in June.
· Pete Pistole is now working for Eagle Pass
· Risa Fisher is now Risa Weinberger  risa@risawassoc.com
NEXT MEETING:  The next TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting will be Austin February 26, 2010, 10:30 a.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m.

