TXSWANA Board Meeting

August 16, 2007, Dallas, TX

Love Field Conference Center, Dallas Room

Attending – Ron Smith, Mary Nix, Brenda Haney, Michael Rice, Pete Caler, Bengy Williams, Jeff Kaplan (by phone), Bill Hindman, David Ivory (by phone), Holly Holder, Ellen Smyth, Paul Gosselink, Oscar Medina, Richard McHale, Vance Kemler, James Ballowe (by phone)

Absent – Ken Anthony

Guests – Risa Fisher, Victoria Hodge, David Dugger

Call to Order:  Mary Nix called the meeting to order at 10:18 am.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Paul to approve the minutes as submitted with a 2nd by Brenda Haney, motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Brenda reviewed financial reports with the board. Checking account ending balance was $69,053.16 and savings account ending balance was $15,191.71.  Brenda noted that there was a dues replacement check from SWANA for a check that never cleared the bank.  Road-e-o revenue was not received in July and should be received in September.  Paul recommended that we check the math on the TXSWANA fund balances and expenses in comparison with TXSWANA’s 501c3 status.  There was a motion by Bill Hindman to approve the financial reports as presented, 2nd by Paul Gosselink.  Motion passed.

SCHOLARSHIPS:  All scholarship checks have been mailed, and all but one of the checks has been deposited.  Bill had received a call, and others expressed their appreciation for the scholarships.
2007 ROAD-E-O:  Pete presented a cashier’s check to the board in the amount of $13,138.14.  The board expressed their gratitude for the great job that Pete and his staff did this year.  Pete talked about the financials and briefly discussed an overage in the financial numbers that may be the result of a registration that was paid and may not be documented.  James added that his employees really enjoyed the road-e-o this year and they are looking forward to the 2008 road-e-o.  The 2008 Road-e-o may be in Abilene, but this location has not been finalized at this point.  Mary requested that recommendations for the 2008 road-e-o location be brought to the board in the next 2 meetings.

2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Oscar got the planning guide last month and asked about the conference planning committee.  Mary informed Oscar that the host city sets this committee, with the coordination of the previous conference coordinator.  TXSWANA has their funds in Regions bank, and they do not have a branch in Laredo.  Mary asked Oscar to submit a draft budget at the next meeting, along with the requirements of the bank of choice prior to providing the seed money for the conference and setting up the conference bank account.  Oscar has a rough draft of the letter to send out requesting attendees and sponsors for the conference and the golf tournament.  There was a discussion on listing “ALL” sponsors vs. listing “A” sponsor for specific events, what type of recognition is made at the conference, and where or how sponsorship money is spent.  Oscar has the exhibitor form ready.  There was a suggestion that board members planning on attending the SWANA meeting in Reno should be prepared to solicit sponsors in Reno.  Paul suggested the possibility of bumping the registration fee up $5 to $10 on an annual basis in order to raise additional funds.  There was also a suggestion to extend an invitation to appropriate locations in Mexico.

1:01:30

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE:  Michael reported on the newsletter that was distributed in July.  A draft of the newsletter was distributed at the last board meeting, and this helped with editing the final version of the newsletter before it went to print.  Next newsletter is in October, and will probably be go to print after the national meeting in Reno, NV.  Concerning the website, Michael was sending information to Adam at the wrong address, and this problem has been identified and corrected.  There was a request to have Adam check all of the email links in order to make sure that they go to the correct location.  There was a request to remove the animation on the front page.  Oscar will need to coordinate with Adam on registration for the Annual Conference on the web site.  Still need to check on a TXSWANA member only portal for the web site.

REGIONAL MEETINGS:  Ellen had no report at this time.  Bengy reported that there are some regional meetings planned for Beaumont.  Hope to have an update on this issue at the next board meeting.

LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY:  Paul informed the board the 305 rules package is still outstanding, and has been moved to the November 7th agenda for the TCEQ.  Bill added that he believes that this issue should be on the agenda for the next MSWAC meeting on October 5th.  Paul suggested that we contact Soward about the current status of the rule package and a revisit of our position.   A discussion followed on the replacement for White and possible candidates.  Paul will attempt to set up a time to talk with Buddy Garcia with available board members, or possibly the next board meeting, and discuss solid waste.  On the issue of licensing, Paul deferred to the board, and as far as Paul is aware it is still an issue.  Ellen reported that 8 questions were tossed out of the last test her staff had, and this resulted in passing scores.  Ellen suggested setting up a meeting on licensing with TCEQ.  Denton reported they were informed the test situation should be resolved prior to their class scheduled in September.  There was a discussion about the updates of credit hours for individuals that attended the Austin conference, and they are not showing up on the web site.  Paul addressed two rule making requests on 2 current permit landfill permit modifications where the protestants asked “whether there will be any adverse health effects on the requestors and their families”, and this appears to be above and beyond the requirements.  However, the ruling is it does apply due to the commission’s responsibility to address public health.

There was a break for lunch at 12:15 pm and was the meeting was reconvened at 12:50 pm.

OTHER BUSINESS:  After lunch Mary asked Bill to discuss the 5 open positions (Bob Greggory, H C Clark, Mark Rose, Jim Wyatt, & Dave Yanke) on the MSWAC due to his schedule and his need to leave shortly.  All 5 applicants, whose terms expire August 31st, have applied for reappointment.  In addition, there are 2 additional positions that have become vacant due to resignations.  Bill encouraged Risa Fisher to apply due to these recent changes.  At the last board meeting the group agreed to support all of the 5 current members excluding Mark Rose.  Brenda reaffirmed this position of supporting the 4 positions with added support for Risa as number 5.  There was a discussion about the open positions.  There was a consensus, by lack of opposition, for TXSWANA to support Bob Greggory, H C Clark, Jim Wyatt, Dave Yanke, & Risa Fisher.  Mary plans to prepare a letter of support.

LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY (continued):  The other rule making issue is more technical in nature.  The new rule addresses overliners, or equivalent.  This is the cover between pre subtitle D and post subtitle D waste areas.  There was a proposal to change the existing slope from 2%-3% to around 5%-6% to improve drainage, which has the potential to minimize drainage problems caused by potential settling.  Therefore, there is a request for a guidance document to address this issue and determine if it is worthy for this to occur.  There was a lengthy discussion about the options and whether the fill could be dirt, existing waste, new waste, C&D waste, possible designs, etc.  It is undetermined what position the TCEQ staff will take on this issue.  There was support for the use of C&D waste for this purpose.

HB 1251.  Not aware of anything that has transpired since last month related to this issue.  No one had any additional information to add on this topic.

ACTION ITEM UPDATE:  Action items from the previous board meeting were reviewed, discussed and updated.

OTHER BUSINESS:  Richard Carmichael has asked TXSWANA to participate on his own advisory group to discuss ground water issues at their next meeting on September 11th.  At the next board meeting Mary will put out a roster with your current info so please send any updates to Mary.  Mary plans to review the calendar at the next board meeting.  Mary has the current committee listing and plans on making assignments for next fiscal year and encouraged the board to provide input. 

NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting will be on September 20th in Austin at the offices of Paul Gosselink.

The TXSWANA meeting was adjourned at 1:38 pm.

