MEETING MINUTES

TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, September 18, 2009

Dallas Love Field, Dallas, Texas
Attended:   Ron Smith, Brenda Haney, Michael Rice, Mary Nix, Richard McHale, Paul Gosselink, Bill Hindman, Vance Kemler.   By phone: Lawrence Mikolajczyk, Bengy Williams, Holly Holder, Pete Caler, James Ballowe, David Ivory
Non-Board members:   Kim Monroe
Absent:  Ellen Smyth, Lonnie Banks, Harry Hayes, David McCary
Call to Order:  President, Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was a review of the minutes for the August 21, 2009, Board meeting.  Motion was made by Paul Gosselink to accept the minutes, 2nd by Mary Nix.  Motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Michael Rice presented the current financial report. Motion by Mary Nix to accept the financial report as presented; 2nd by Brenda Haney.   Motion passed.  Michael reported that he is using a “sweeping accounts” method with the bank that should aid in interest earnings.
CHAPTER BUSINESS

2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Lawrence met with the Omni hotel this week; the setting is good.  The website needed to be updated and need to add 2010 conference information in the newsletter.
LEGISLATIVE / REGULATORY:  
Paul reported on the following:

Good meeting with Richard Hyde, Earl Lott, Allan Vargas this week.  We pointed out changes in the licensing rules that are not good for industry.  TxSWANA will create a letter to the TCEQ vocalizing our concerns; recommend we revert to previous license rules with clarification or; re-open rules to rewrite to accomplish neutral goals.
Vance will check with rule authors to get intelligence on this.
(
SeCo has big grant funds for emission reduction in county or towns, $35K or smaller.
(
Texas Loan Star Program

(
Paul Gosselink recommended that the Chapter increase the pay-rate for the legal counsel to $150.


The Board discussed this recommendation – with Gosselink out of the room.  Motion by Nix, seconded by Vance to increase attorney pay rate up to an allowable $150 per hour, effective immediately.  Motion passes without exception. 

(
Amicus briefs – 


Discussion of Jacksboro – ALJ can’t undo the TCEQ’s technical completeness’s status.
· ALJ recanted her position and is recommending a permit approval.

· Also IESI agreed to ring facility with groundwater wells @ 600’ spacing (increasing from 11 wells to 28 wells).
· There will be another opportunity to respond, once we see PDF from ALJ.
WMT – Sunset Farms case -   (see handout letter from Paul Gosselink today).



Motion by Vance, 2nd by Hindman (Richard and Paul abstain) for TxSWANA to prep an amicus brief on this topic, focusing on the issuance of “inherent” term and urban landfill matters, with a not-to-exceed expenditure for the brief at $6,000.  Motion passes.  Agenda is October 7.  Must submit before that date.
REGIONAL MEETINGS:

Brenda Haney reported the following:


– 
DFW Metroplex meeting on August 27; subject: Licensing.  Speaker: TCEQ’s Allan Vargas; attendance of about 20.




Brenda will attempt to get all notices sent out by email and on the website.



South Texas: quarterly meetings, one coming up next week, they’ve had several already, though the Board was unaware.  David Ivory to keep Board more informed.   

Lunch Break


I.B. REPORT:
Wastecon is on the way – won’t make the profit as last year, but will be comparable to last one at Long Beach.

OTHER BUSINESS:

· Laredo’s vacated Board spot
… Ron will contact Laredo for further action.



Action Items discussed…

· Prepare to set TxSWANA Board meeting dates for 2010 – get approval for this in El Paso.

· Paul to set up meeting with Mark Vickery on November 19.
· Michael Rice to draft a budget for FY10 and do wrap-up on FY09 budget.
· President Smith to confirm time of board meeting in El Paso.

NEWSLETTER / WEBSITE:  No Report
SCHOLARSHIPS:  No report.
NEXT MEETING:  The next TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting will be hosted by The City of El Paso  (Municipal Service Center Administration Building, 7968 San Paulo Drive, El Paso, Texas 79907), 10:30 a.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m.

