TXSWANA Board Meeting

September 20, 2007, Austin, TX

Law Offices of Lloyd, Gosselink

Attending – Mary Nix (by phone), Ron Smith, Michael Rice, Vance Kemler (by phone), James Ballowe, Lonnie Banks, Pete Caler, Paul Gosselink, Harry Hayes, Bill Hindman, Holly Holder (by phone), David Ivory (by phone), Jeff Kaplan, Richard McHale, Oscar Medina, Ellen Smythe

Absent – Brenda Haney, Bengy Williams

Guests – Risa Fisher, Christina Lara, Sonia Munoz, Terry Thompson, Ruby Herber, Mike Carlton

Call to Order:  Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.

Ron brought the meeting to order and briefly discussed the topic of training.  Ron then handed over this segment of the meeting to Ellen for further discussion, which began with an introduction of those present.  Ellen asked the TCEQ staff to discuss the current status of the licensing.  Terry Thompson discussed implementation dates, and provided a handout that outlined the significant rule revisions for all licenses.  These become effective 9/27/07.  Effective 1/01/08 the fee will increase from $105 to $111 for a 3 year solid waste license.  The old “D” license has been eliminated, but they do not want the D course to go away for training and continuing education credit uses.  If there is a conflict between a Permit Requirement and the rules, the Permit will govern.  The TCEQ will now allow operators to hold more than 1 license.  New training will need to be developed to comply with the new rules, specifically for facilities.  The TCEQ wants to develop a work group of all interested parties in order to work on training development.  TCEQ has received the MOLO course for SWANA and they are conducting a review at this time.  A question was asked about the creation of a composting course in order to acquire a license in order to comply with the rules.  That area is still in process.  Ellen addressed the A test that was taken in El Paso in July and Terry responded that the A test has been revised as a result of the problems encountered.  All comments addressing training should be directed to Linda Saldino.  There have been numerous questions on CEUs for license renewal.  In the MSW arena there is a need to go out of state to acquire hours, and when this happens the TCEQ needs the organization providing the training to submit info to the agency for prior approval.  Verification to document attendance for credit is helpful.  Discussion followed.  There is a need to have approved credit hours posted.  A lengthy discussion followed on the process and possible improvements that would be beneficial to everyone.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Bill Hindman to approve the minutes as submitted with a 2nd by James Ballowe, motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  There was no official financial report.  The financial report was submitted to the board electronically.  Mary moved to table the approval of the monthly financial reports until the next board meeting.  Amendment to the Annual Financial Report was also submitted electronically.  Mary moved for approval of the Amended Final Fiscal Year Financial Report.  Motion by Mary Nix and 2nd by Bill Hindman to approve.  Motion passed.  All other financial issues were tabled until the October meeting.

GROUNDWATER RULES:  There was a discussion led by Holly Holder about a recent meeting on groundwater.  This meeting was held by Richard Carmichael to address current concerns and questions with groundwater.  There were around 20 TCEQ staff and around 15 non-staff members present at the meeting.  Richard began with a history of how we got to where we are today on the rules.  The meeting was held with an open forum allowing all to speak.  Mary forwarded Holly’s minutes of the meeting to the board.  The rules set 600 feet well spacing along the point of compliance, and there is a question of what is this point of compliance.  There is an allowance for other spacing options with demonstration, but there is no direction on how to provide a demonstration that the TCEQ will accept.  Several in attendance spoke with their concerns and comments.  The meeting lasted around 1-1/2 hours.  The TCEQ did not offer any response to requests for clarification, and they were only taking comments.  In closing, Richard suggested setting up a user group, and said that they would be glad to receive all comments.  In summary, this appeared to be a non-meeting and only provided input to the agency without any response or direction from the TCEQ.  This issue will affect all landfills.  Mary suggested the technical sub-committee take this topic, receive comments from the members and others, and draft a letter for the president’s signature to address these concerns.  This issue has a March 2008 deadline.  Ron asked Holly to get the technical committee together to discuss this issue, and report at the next board meeting.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:  Mary is drafting committee assignments and plans on sending these out by email later.  

2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Oscar introduced Christi and Sonia from Laredo.  They met with Marlena yesterday and the meeting went well.  Oscar suggested a conference committee of Ron Smith, Paul Gosselink, David Ivory, Jeff Kaplan, Oscar Medina, Paul Bass (from Corpus), and Richard McHale.  Oscar has a prelimary budget to present and his budget closely follows the last conference.  Oscar needs to get the bank account set up, and he needs the articles of incorporation and our tax I.D.  Post cards are set to go out mid October, and Registration is set to go out in December.  Mary suggested that the mail outs be sent to the board in advance in order to make any changes needed.  The registration fee has been increased $5.  Oscar still wants to get with Ron on the golf course.  Frank Kiolbasa has volunteered to coordinate the CEUs for the conference.  Mary suggested that we check on this prior to having a non-board member assigned with this task.  Oscar will get with Victoria on the SMART training.  Oscar and Christi talked about the events that are scheduled and their locations.  There was a discussion about buffet vs. table service.  Further discussion centered around food service and the speaker, and there was no objection by the board for buffet service for the meals.

REGIONAL MEETINGS:  Ellen reported that there has not been a lot of progress on the regional meetings.  Bill reported that there is a metro-plex meeting scheduled for the Dallas area on Sept. 28th.

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE:  Newsletter will come out after the Reno conference in October.  Articles include the SMART committee, Brian’s article, CAT ad, another possible ad, and space for the El Paso Conference.

There was a break for lunch at 11:55 pm and was the meeting was reconvened at 12:45 pm.

CHAPTER BUSINESS

2008 ROAD-E-O:  Ron announced that the board is looking for a location for the 2008 road-e-o.  Ellen with El Paso considered hosting the 2008 road-e-o.  Harry Hayes volunteered to host the 2008 road-e-o in Houston.  The discussion included a tentative date of June for the 2008 road-e-o.

ACTION ITEM UPDATE:  Action items from the previous board meeting were reviewed, discussed and updated.  A draft letter from the TXSWANA president recommending candidates for appointment and reappointment to the MSWAC was distributed for review, and discussion followed.  Michael promised to send the Annual Business Meeting minutes to the Board for review without any planned action until the next scheduled Annual Business Meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS:  Ron reviewed the calendar for future Board meetings.  Oct. 17th in Reno, NV.  November meeting will be in Corpus Christi.  There will not be a meeting in Dec.  Jan. 24th in Laredo.  Feb. 21st in Dallas at CP&Y offices.  March meeting is in Laredo during conference.  April 17th in Houston.  May 15th in Austin.  June 19th in Dallas at Risa Fisher’s conference room, hosted by Garland.

There was a short recess in the meeting in anticipation of Paul’s arrival and report.  The meeting resumed at 1:20 pm.

LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY:  Paul reported on the 305 rules that there has still not been any kitchen cabinet meeting at this point in time.  There was a short discussion on licensing and what had been covered at the beginning of the board meeting with the TCEQ staff.  Paul reported that he has not been able to set up a meeting with Buddy Garcia, but he passed on that Richard Carmichael is willing to attend TxSWANA board meetings wherever they are.  The board recommended that Richard be encouraged to attend the Annual Conference in Laredo, with additional plans to attend the board meeting in Laredo.  Paul still plans on discussing the health effects rule with Ashley.  Discussion followed.  The board agreed to authorize Paul to represent the Board on this topic and present its concerns.

NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting will be on October 17, in Reno, NV.

The TXSWANA meeting was adjourned at 1:45 pm.

