MEETING MINUTES
TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, February 26, 2009 
Wyndham Dallas, Love Field
3300 W. Mockingbird, Dallas, TX  
Attending –Ron Smith, Michael Rice, Ellen Smyth,  Bill Hindman, Holly Holder, Mary Nix, Vance Kemler, Richard McHale, Bengy Williams, Paul Gosselink, Harry Hayes

By Phone-- James Ballowe, David Ivory, Lawrence Mikolajczyk, Oscar Medina 
Absent – Brenda Haney, Pete Caler, Lonnie Banks, and David McCary
Guests – Risa Fisher
Call to Order:  Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. (Central). 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was a review of the minutes for the January 22, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Bill Hindman to accept the minutes with the revisions provided, 2nd by Michael Rice, motion passed.  Ellen Smyth will revise the minutes to include the comments by all.  
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Michael Rice presented the current financial report dated January 1, 2009 thru January 31, 2009.  He noted one correction of $5207.11 in savings (not $5205.78 as shown). Please see report for more details.

Checking Account balance:
$89,657.12
· Deposits
$1359.50
· Checks
$ 419.94
· Pending
$4486.00
Savings Account balance:

$5,207.11
SWANA Reserves:

$10,000
Motion by Vance Kemler to accept the financial report as presented, 2nd by Harry Hayes, motion passed. 
Note—Michael continues to research the letter received from the State about a delinquent franchise fee.  It looks like it does not apply to us.
A short discussion was had concerning moving funds into higher interest bearing accounts.  Michael will meet with the bank and send out a note to the officers about options.

CHAPTER BUSINESS

2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE (March 29-April 1, 2009):  Mary reported that only two booths remain unsold of the 44 available.  Good work!  The Wyndum Hotel on Mockingbird Lane near Love field will hold the block of rooms until March 12, so everyone needs to sign up by then.  The Tuesday night dinner theme will be “Escape to OZ” and is being kept as a surprise (wear comfortable clothes).  Ron continues to work on the Golf Tournament.  The Smart Committee has finalized their track on safety training.  Bill has completed the selection of speakers and is finalizing the bios for the program.  The Web site is updated with all the information.  Ellen will obtain TCEQ CEU’s for both the Smart Training and the Technical Sessions.
A tour of the hotel layout will be given to the board after lunch.  Thanks again to Shelia for all her work!

NOTE—The minutes from last month reported that the host of the 2010 TXSWANA Conference is Corpus Christi.  The 2011 conference is set for El Paso.  2012 is still unknown.

LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY:  
Brian Sledge prepared a Bill Status Report for Paul to present.  Paul went over some of the items.  He will email it to the Board since he didn’t have copies.  And as always, you can go to www.capitol.state.tx.us for more information.  The legislative committee will meet next week and give more direction to Brian on our behalf.
Specifically, Paul asked for comments on SB16 which deals with carbon capture at Solid Waste Facilities and grant money that may pay up to $20/ton for carbon sequestering.

Regulatory—Bill Hindman reported that TCEQ has been in discussion about the definition of 1-foot of allowable leachate on the subtitle D liner.  Everyone was in agreement that it was 1-foot and not 1-inch.
Risa reported that some TCEQ inspectors have been issuing violations for Mulch only facilities that do not have financial assurance.  These facilities should actually be exempt from the rule.  So Wayne Harry is writing a letter of clarification to these user groups. 

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE:  Michael Rice reported the January 2009 newsletters went out and everyone should have a copy by now.  He also reported that the USPS has new rules concerning bulk mail addresses that will make the letter much more expensive to send out.  The rule requires that the addresses be verified every 90 days. 
Michael asked if we would consider moving to an e-newsletter.  The Board was agreeable to an electronic version especially since the City of Dallas staff recently updated all the email addresses for the 2009 Conference mailing.  A motion was made by Harry Hayes and seconded by Mary Nix to convert to e-news.  The motion passed unanimously.  We will revisit this in one year to see if it is working well or not.

The next newsletter will go out in April.

Road-E-O:
Bengy Williams reported that the road-e-o plans are moving along.  He will send out a “hold the date” card in the next month.  The event is June 19-20, 2009 in Beaumont.
WEB SITE:
Jeff Palutis is leaving HDR this week so someone else will need to look after the web site.  Let Ron know if you have any ideas for improvements.
SCHOLARHSIP:  Holly Holder reported that the scholarship information is up on our website and that the applications will be due by June 15, 2009.  The winners will be presented at the July board meeting for approval.  The checks will be awarded in August.

SMART COMMITTEE:  No Update.
REGIONAL MEETINGS:    No Update.  
I.B. REPORT:  Vance reported that Energy Efficiency grants are available as part of the stimulus package so all cities should evaluate how they can use this type of funding and be ready when the money comes out.
The next Waste Con will be in Longbeach, California September 21-24, 2009.   
OTHER BUSINESS:  
· EPA will host a Sustainability Conference in Dallas the week of March 9-11, 2009.
· Action Items

Ellen reviewed the list of action items and reminded everyone to take a look at them each month and come prepared with updates.

NEXT MEETING:  The next TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting will be held after the Conference on Wednesday April 1, 2009 at 4:00 pm at the Wyndum Hotel near Love Field. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
