MEETING MINUTES

TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, August 21, 2009

Law Offices of Lloyd Gosselink, Austin, Texas
Attended:   Ron Smith, Brenda Haney (by phone for part of meeting), Michael Rice, Mary Nix, James Ballowe, Lonnie Banks, Paul Gosselink, Bill Hindman, David McCary (by phone), Richard McHale, (by phone), Holly Holder, Vance Kemler, Lawrence Mikolajczyk, Harry Hayes (by phone)

Non-Board members:   Risa Fisher, Mike Carlton, Richard Carmichael, Steve Odil

Absent:  Bengy Williams, Ellen Smyth, Pete Caler, David Ivory

Call to Order:  President Ron Smith called the meeting to order at 10:56 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was a review of the minutes for the July 17th Board meeting.  Motion was made by Paul Gosselink to accept the minutes (with an amendment to correct the spelling of Kiolbassa’s name), 2nd by Vance Kemler.  Motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  Michael Rice presented the current financial report. Motion by Mary Nix to accept the financial report as presented; 2nd by Holly Holder.   Motion passed.  Michael reported that the search for a means to earn better interest on our accounts continues.
CHAPTER BUSINESS

2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE:  Lawrence updated the Board on the progress for the conference, reminding all of the plan to contract with the Omni Hotel.  All conference activities can be managed on one floor.  Many social and after hours activities are in consideration.  He’s winnowed the cancellation clause down to “no deposit required” and “half of promised value” – which is estimated to be about $32,000.  Room rate is set for $129/night for 375 room-nights and an 80% guarantee.
2009 ROAD-E-O REPORT:  Holly Holder reported that the audit of the road-e-o is now complete – and that audit found satisfactory management of the road-e-o financials.

Next year’s road-e-o is scheduled for San Antonio on June 26, 2010.  Mark your calendars now!

REPORT FROM TCEQ:  Dr. Carmichael attended with Steve Odil, bringing a report on the Solid Waste Licensing status.  He first noted that the agency has a new Division Director (Earl Lott), and that Jeff Davis moved to Underground Injection program.  Carmichael is organizing three technical review teams; one headed by Jeff Holderead; the other two team leader positions are vacant.  

On Licensing:  Odil provided the Board with updated information on the topic.  Allen Vargas is working on preparing the B License test. The C-License will have new training materials – as the TCEQ is considering three submittals from potential training vendors.  Testing opportunities are available on-line and at new testing sites.  The Board engaged in lengthy discussion of this topic.  

On the MSW GOP:  Carmichael had no information of any activity on this topic.

After TCEQ guests had left, the Board further discussed the Licensing topic, and concluded that:

· TxSWANA is not prepared to become a training and testing entity for MSW Licensing, but could support a third party to do this

· We should encourage TCEQ to be the training AND testing entity – and support them in this

· Gosselink to speak with Carmichael about the concept, and to set up a meeting with Mark Vickery to pursue this concept 

LEGISLATIVE / REGULATORY:  Paul reported on the following:

· Commissioner Soward to step down, effective August 29.

· PFD’s of concern:  Two separate sites (BFI Sunset Hills and WMT Austin Community) each have issues in the permit hearing stage about hours of operations.  On the former, the hearing judge put the burden of proof on protestants regarding the need to alter the requested 24-7 hours, and then ruled in favor of applicant.  In the latter, the protestants succeeded in reducing operating g hours to 7-7.    In a separate case (IESI Jacksboro), the ALJ has delayed issuing its findings.  This case involves groundwater monitoring issue (spacing) and the property rights issue.

NEWSLETTER / WEBSITE:  Michael Rice reported that the July letter went out on schedule; next one is in draft.  
SCHOLARSHIPS:  No report.
REGIONAL MEETINGS:  The DFW Metro SWANA meeting is set for August 27, with Allen Vargas at the TCEQ to be the guest speaker on licensing. He offered to send the Board a copy of his PPT. 

No other regional meetings are set at this time.
I.B. REPORT:  Vance relayed that:

-   Membership is looking pretty healthy at about 8,100.

-  All Technology Loans to SWANA from Chapters are now paid off.  
-  David Dugger (city of Denton) has been nominated to the National Road-e-o Committee.  
-  WasteCon is set for October 2009 in Long Beach.  Exhibitor sales are about par (for this economy).

-  National wants to bolster the scholarship fund ($8,000 annually) by increasing dues by $1 - $3.
OTHER BUSINESS:  
Open Board Position:  Laredo has not yet sent a nominee for the Board position; Ron will contact them for their input.

NHMA (National Hazardous Materials Association) invited TxSWANA members to attend their conference in Houston in September.
Richard McHale noted that the city of Austin has opened the position of Solid Waste Director for applicants.
The schedule for the remainder of the year was set for the TXSWANA Board meetings as follows on these Fridays:

· Sept 18

Dallas Love Field Conference Room

· October 16
El Paso International Airport Board Room

· November 20
San Antonio (Location TBA)

· December 18
Conference Call only if needed

NEXT MEETING:  The next TXSWANA Board of Directors Meeting will be hosted by Dallas at Dallas Love Field (Aviation Conference Room) at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, September 18.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:01 p.m.

